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1 IN 3 ITASCA COUNTY STUDENTS VACCINATED AGAINST COVID-19
(Grand Rapids, Minn. – Aug. 31, 2021) – As students in Itasca County districts begin to return to the
classroom, families and the community are asked by public health officials and other leaders to help
make the school year successful
“We all want to see kids be able to be in school with their trusted teachers and their peers as much as
possible,” said Kelly Chandler, Itasca County Public Health division manager. “Together, we can get the
school year off to a safe and healthy start.”
Tips for staying safe include:
Stay home when ill, even if it’s only with sniffles. Other telltale symptoms of the virus’ Delta variant are
headache and sore throat.
Get tested regularly, especially if you have a close exposure or even the slightest of symptoms. Tests are
widely available in the county.
Get vaccinated if you are age 12 or older. In the Itasca area, more than one-third of youth between 12
and 17 are vaccinated with the Pfizer vaccine against COVID. Pfizer vaccines can now be accessed at
Essentia Health, Grand Itasca Clinic & Hospital, Thrifty White pharmacy and WalMart by appointment.
Encourage and model mask-wearing when away from home and indoors.
Itasca County’s rate of COVID-19 infections continues at an elevated rate. Between Aug. 24 and 30,
another 80 residents were diagnosed with COVID and 48 the previous week. The most current 14-day
case rate per 10,000 residents is 28.2.

Itasca residents with questions or concerns may leave them at the Itasca County COVID message line,
with calls returned 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday. The Itasca COVID line number is
218-327-6784.
--END—
Note to media: An online press briefing via ZOOM is scheduled for Sept. 16, 10:00 a.m., featuring local
health professionals sharing what is known today about COVID-19 prevention and treatments.
Itasca County Public Health media contact: Kelly Chandler, 218-327-6144
and Kelly.Chandler@co.itasca.mn.us.

