REGULATIONS FOR THE ACCOMMODATION OF MAILBOXES AND NEWSPAPER
DELIVERY BOXES ON COUNTY HIGHWAY RIGHTS OF WAY

Board Action Adopted On September 24, 1991:

CONSENT AGENDA (Excerpt)

21. Adopt Model Regulation for the Accommodation of Mailboxes
and Newspaper Delivery Boxes on Public Highway Rights-of-
Way as recommended by the County Highway Engineer.
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PoNE L .
MnDOT Authocfty Pertaining to Rural Mailboxes
SLARCT : as Roadside Obstacles Within the Right-of-Way

We ace forwardlng to you the memorandum of our
paralsgal intecn on this subject. Prom these materials, ve

conclude the followling:

1. The federal government {s making funds available on
federal aid projects for the removal of rosdside hazards,
including majilboxes. In 1587, the federal statute was apended tao
include in the tere “"construction” the term "elimination of
roadalide obatacles.® 23 U.5.C. § 101(a}. The fedsral interast
in pcoviding financlal suppoct for the removal of hazardous -
sallboxes 1s further reflected in notices from the Paderal
Highway Administration (Attachments 1 and 2),

. The most helpful portion of the paralegal's cesearch ix
the material and information gatheced from Oklahoma, Nebraska,
Texas, and Wisconsin, The experience of thase states illustcates
that MnDOT has thres basic options (from less drasmtic to most

dcastic)s

. Peravade mailbox owners to modify thelr
structures. Texas has a videotape of crash tests {which
thay acre willing to share with you} and Wisconsin
distributes a paaphlet (Attachment 3) in an affort to
sducate and persuade mallbox owners to modify dangsrous

atructures.

b. Obtain rulemaking authoricy. The devslopment of
an approprlate scandacd may be difficult to hash out in the
legislature. (The Dapartasnt might loss control of the
peocess if certain legislators or organized groups of
cicizans develop a scrong interest in the sudbject.} An
opeicen ie to have the legislature, by statute, qrant to
MnDOT the authority to develop a rule cegulating mailbox
“"location and construction, Such & rule would have the focce
of law. Nebcaska's stavutes, rvules, and crash test casulcs
are Attachmants 4, 5 and .

c. Enact a statute. As noted, this may be difficult
to achlave, and the Department may not be able to conktrol
the outcome. Some states, including Oklahoma, have found
that the public ocutcry over government regulation pertaining
to aailboxes has caused gtats governmant to back coff from
regulacion.

Fd
Also attached is the AASHTO Guide for !rlcting
Hailboxes on Bighways (Attachment 7).

We hope thils ia helpful. Once the Department has mads
& decislon, if further legal help ls needed, pleass lat po know.

FEK i dmf

Attachmeants




AFYENDI A&

MODE FEGULATION FOR THE ACCOMMON A TYON
OF MADLBMOIYS AND NEWSPAFEL DEIVERY MOIRS
O FURUC EDGEWAY RIGHTS-OT-WaY
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